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Big-scale irrigation and hydro-electric works will absorb
funds at a fantastic pace but reclamation of weed-grown
land by use of tractors should work out relatively cheap.
It is estimated that for the full target for the next seven
years, the Central Government will have to provide a
stock of a thousand heavy tractors and ten thousand light
ones. That would enable provincial authorities, working
on compact blocks of ten thousand acres at a time, to reclaim
and cultivate a total of six million acres.
A small start was made last year. In the Central Provinces,
some eight thousand acres of weed-covered land were cleared
and planted down to cereals. Results were good.
Up to the present, nobody seems to have raised the bogey
of erosion as a possible consequence of mechanical cultivation.
Which seems more than odd. Even with normal, peasant
methods of cultivation, wind erosion is considerable. Anyone
who doubts that fact need not bother to establish a high-
powered, research set-up to verify it. All he needs is a high-
powered car to show how the top soil turns to dust in the dry
season and whirls into the air with the slightest breeze.
On second thought, the car is unnecessary. A bicycle
would give ample evidence. From personal experience
during my early days in India, I can recommend the ride
from Bombay to Agra in the month of May. A rumble of
bullock carts passing across the landscape raised a red cloud
so thick as to put to shame for impenetrability the traditional
London " pea-souper."
That degree of volatility of the top soil was achieved with
normal Indian methods of cultivation. In case there should
be any misapprehension as to the nature of those methods,
it may be worth recording them briefly. A bullock, or yoke
of bullocks, pulls across the surface of the tiny strip, which
represents the average peasant holding, a branch of a tree
shaped into a rough plough. If the farmer is very progres-
sive, the coulter may have a small scrap of iron affixed to it;
but that is exceptional. If he is very poor, the motive power